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Annexure - |

Bharatiya Kisan Sabha (Baijnath Chapter)

Village Nagan, PO Kharanal, Via Paprola, Tehsil Baijnath, Dist. Kangra, Himachal Pradesh.

Tel : 9418008357

The Chairperson,

National Joint Committee on Forest Rights Act,

Ministry of Environment and Forests,
New Delhi.

Dear Sir,

| represent the people of the Baijnath area in the Zilla Parishad of Kangra District. The people of this area
are predominantly dependent upon the local natural resources for their survival needs and grazing in
grasslands happens to one of the biggest of such dependences. Grazing in the area is of two types : one,
by the migratory goat-sheep herders and the other by local villagers. While the grazing by local people is
confined to the local pastures (near the villages and high altitude), the route of the migratory herders

who visit our area while seasonally traversing the Himalayan ranges during their journey from summer

resting grounds to the wintering grounds, for which permits are issued by the Forest Department, is as

follows:

a. Summer resting in Lahaul tribal area

b. Transit through Bharmour tribal area (Chamba district)
or Bara Bhangal area (Baijnath tehsil, Kangra district)

c. Transit through Baijnath/Paprola/Chota Bhangal area
(all situated in Baijnath Tehsil, Kangra District)

d. Winter resting in lower reaches of Kangra and other

districts of HP, and Punjab

June, July, August, September

May, June while going upwards and
September, October while going
downwards

April, May (Upward journey)
October, November
journey)

(Downward

November, December, January,
February, March

In this context of grazing, we would like to bring to your notice the following facts:

i.  That the grazier community is not comprised of just the Gujjars and the Gaddis, as the common
belief is. These also include Sippis (Rrafl), Haadis (8T<Y), Dhogaris €T who are included in the
Scheduled Castes but not Scheduled Tribes. Gujjars and Gaddis belong to Scheduled Tribes.

ii.  The plight of the grazier community, migratory or otherwise, has been deteriorating due to

many factors :

a Dt adions
u

a. rianalivin,
decades

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

acnariall
copcLiailt

y O

&

Notification of grasslands and forests as Reserved Forests and DPFs
Diversion of forest areas for developmental projects
Encroachment over grasslands/common lands by local people
Invasion of grasslands by obnoxious, exotic weeds

Harassment at the hands of the Forest Department staff.
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gujjar dera afterewctlon in 2008 jaoorhasanhelﬁa Rajaji National Park

Demollshed dera of Noorjamal in 2008 dholkhand rang Rajajl natlonal park
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Vangujjar women
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