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J-PAL’s Mission

Improve the
Lives of the Poor

Determine the most cost _>

effective approaches to
achieving key policy goals by
analysing this evidence base

J-PAL is a network of 47 affiliates at 25
universities doing randomized evaluations
of development projects around the world

Build
Capacity
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Objective of Evaluations

* Are particular schemes or programs working to
their fulllest extent?

 Did the program do what it was supposed to?
» Did the program have a positive impact on
people?

» What are the reasons for success / failure?

* What are the best policy options?

* What is the most effective way to achieve an
outcome?

« Are there common strategies that will succeed
across fields?

e Ultimate Goal

» Choose the most effective way lo address a particul  ar
problem

» More fuding commitmert for these proven
programs
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Randomized evaluations

» To evaluate program impact, J-PAL works with partners on the ground to
implement Randomized Control Trials , or randomized evaluation

* Treatment units (individuals, villages, plants, police stations....) are randomly
assigned to different groups (&reatrment or control)

—For example, in the GPCB project, some firms are selected to receive the a higher level of
routine monitoring.

* Since only chance determined whether a particular unit became treatment or
control, this means that any difference between them can be attributed to the
particular program, and noting else: this allows us to get reliable estimate of
treatmenteffects .

T his differs from the normal situation, where people are generally treated
differently for some specific reason (e g. firms that are polluting more are
receive more routing monitoring)
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J-PAL’s Partnerships

The G-7’s Bilateral Agencies
(by ODA)
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J-PAL Evaluations

253 evaluations in 30 countries worldwide spanning different sectors of development




J-PAL South Asia at IFMR

» JPAL south Asia is located at
the Institute for Financial
Management and Research

*51 projects including in
environment and health.

* J-PAL has trained over 200
members of central and state
governments, NGOs,
foundations, academic and
multilateral organizations.

 Close partnerships with
national and state
governments, NGOs, and
international aid agencies.




Selected J-PAL South Asia Projects

Environmert

* Cooking Stoves and Respiratory
Health in India

® Burning fuels indoors results in toxic
pollutants, a risk factor for lung cancer,
and respiratory disease.

 “Clean” stoves are being phased into
2,500 households in Orissa

«Collaboration with Gujarat’s
Pollution Control Board

«Increase inspections by regulator
(Government of Gujarat).

* Improved incentives for
environmental auditors.

Equcation:

 Impact of Balsakhi remedial tutoring in
Gujarat on learning for primary school
students.

Health:

» School based deworming and the impact of
child health gains on school participation in
Andhra Pradesh and Delhi

Governance:

* Collaboration with Rajasthan Police to
improve police performance, efficiency and
accountability.

Panchayati Raj:

* The impact of female political leaders on
policy decisions in Rajasthan and West
Bengal.

*\oters’awareness Campaigns




