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Sir.

I am directed to foru,ard hereivith for information an,j necessan aclci]

of ' the minutes of the 3'c meeting of the Nationai CIA\{P.{ Adr, iscri Cc.unc,i

N:w Deth ion 24h June.20l0 under  the Chai rmansht ip  of  t i re  i r , l rn is te:  r is r te

Environnrent and Forests.
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cil .  held on
t R.K $rtrram, New

Delhi under tfie Chairnlanshin of the Minister of State (Indeoendent
Charsel for Environment and Forests {'Shri Jairam Ramesh).

Tfrc Chairman welcomed all participa:its to the nreeting. A l ist of

particiBants.,in the meeting is at Annexure.

1. The minutes of the 2no rneeting of the NCAC, held on 3" fularch, 2010

were confirmecl,

2. Th,e Action Taken Reports on the minutes of the 2"c meeting were

considered. I1i was observed that the Report reflected a satis;factory position in

regard to action taken on the proceedings of the last mer:t ing. In regard to action

taken on paragraph 2.2(c)  o f  the minutes,  i t  was noted l i i ra t  the addi t ional  charge

l ro lderof  the p<ls t  o f  Di rector  Genera l  o f  the Forest  Survey of  InrJ ia ,  Dehradun,  Shr i

R D lakati had been apprised of the need for pi- ic;- i ty attention tc the task of

esbablishment of the National Forestry Information Cent: ' : .  The Chairman cjesired

that  a  repor t  be obta ined f rom the DG, FSI  wi th in  a t i r ie  f rame,cf  one monih.

[Ac t i on  :  IGF  (FC D iv i s ion )
to  wr i t e  t o  DG,  FS I

Tl - re  repcr- t  on f inancia l i  budget  ar rangemcnts rnadc ior  i :he r^ ;ork ing of

NCAC, and the Ci rect ion i /  proposals  for  u t i l i :a t ion : f  the fur rds as p iaced before

meeting were considered and approved.

4.  Tt re Chai rman expressed concern over  the fact  t i ra t  many proposals

which had beep granted 1$ s tage c learance had no 'n . -Ce no progress;  the c idest  o i

such cases 'wzts  a lmost  two decades in  tne past .  Trre Chai rman desi red tha i -  a

concise status report on old cases which had been g;-an::ed 1't s;tage c-learance, and

were not  be ingl  fo l lowed up bythe pro ject  prooonents,  be furn i : ;hed wi th in  i0  da ' ;s ,

for taking a view.

I A c t i o n  :  I G F  ( F C  D i v i s i o n ) ]

tlre

the

5.1 I t t  regard to

presentations were made

Galrola, Director General,

the  two proposa ls  fo rmi : la ted  by  the  NIC/  NICSI ,

before the NCAC by a teanr of officers led by Dr B K

Nat ional  Infcrmat ics Cent i -e.  assiste<J by Dr S S Gahlout,
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Depuly Director General, and other officers, on both the DpRs. The :;alient features
of the presentation were as follows :

5.2 .

Evatuation System {I- CCMES) :

The proposal envisaged monitoring of implementation of ee projects

funded by the cAMpA, in various states. NIC had on the request of the
Ministry 01'En'r ' i ronrnent and Forests, worked closely with i lre Gorrernment
of Madhyzr Pradesh in developing the modet. while the pr-ototype cf the
Madhya Pradesh model was used, i t  was recognized that customization
wil l  be required to tai lor i t  to the requirements of the irrdividr.ral stake
holders. j .nputs were also invited from the Nlembers of the NCAC so that
f ina l  shapr :  could be g iven to  the DpR.

5-3 Elqlrosal (I I) :  Security Audit and Ooerationalisation of web based

BrE2qsal Monitoring Svstem for the Forest Conservat.ion Division :

Off icers of the NiC clarif ied that the system of monitorinrg of proposals

received in M,cEF for diversion of forest land, under the provisions of the
Forest (conservation) Act, 1980 was already in place. Thr: DpR proposa*

was for  making the system web based,  and a lso br ing the Ftegional  o f f ices

of  the Min is t ry  on l ine.  The prcposa!  involved addi t ional  m. lnpower.  which

had been bui l t  in to  t l re  DPR.

5.4 Hard copiels of the power point presentations made by the N.iC on the
above two proposals, are at Annex.

5 . 5 . The chairman conveyed in-principle approval to the proposal (I) for
the integrated CAlvlPA Concurrent Monitoring & Evaluation System [i-CCl' lES] and
desired that' continuity cf the persons involved in the Project should ber ensured
both by the NIC, and aiso of the support staff employed so that ttre project does
not suffer on account of the lack of continuity in operational staff. It was; directeC
that the necessary funds could be transferred to NiC on receipt of the formal
proposal  wi th t ime- l ine:s,  phasing of  expendi ture,  and the mi lestonres for  re leasinq

instalments and signing of  MOU.



5,6 Pt-of ltl H Ravindranath pointed out that before the plantations coulo re
caught on satellite imageries, they had to grolv for a couple cf yeerrs and cro,,,,,n
density will talce t-ime to be reflected in the imageries. It r,vas pointed out that fhe
FSI has been ,assiEned the task of ground truthing, ani rvhate,yer data is col lected
on satel l i te imagenies, is subject to the test of grouni truthing by the FSI. In any

event, over a period of a year there wil l  be.improverrrent in the chlor,rphyll  content

as reflected in the imageries; this wil l  be factored in, while undertakinq the task of

surveys for the purpose of grounci truthing, over test areas. Dr D) Suryakumari

observed that wl-rat was being developed was futurist ic in nature. Taking into

account that over 253/o of activity is already under the lFM, i t  should be borne in

mind that the conrmunity should be able to derive benefit  of such prciects of iarqe

spread

5 . 7 Cn a query f rom the Chai r rnan,  i t  was c iar i f ied that  a l l  DFOs in  the

country were connected on l ine. The broadband connectivity to the States, and to

the Distt levels was being continuously improved by the NiC. In terrms of a t lme

frame whic f r t l re t { IC was a l ready fo l lowing,  h igher  range of  broadband conneci r r l -y

would be availabl,e to al l  Distr ict level staff within a few months;. DFO off ices which

are not connr:ct ion though broad band need to be identif ierJ and connectl ' , ' i t tes

ensured by the NIC, on priori ty.

6. On the proposal  ( i i )  for  rveb-based monitor ing system, i t  vras decided

to await the formal proposal from NIC after clearance in their Committee.

7 . t l -he status of receipt of APOs rvas reviewed. The Chairrxan expresse cj

concern over the fact that despite reminders, APOs were received so far from oniy 6

States. The Chairma.n desired that al l  APOs which had been receivecJ should be put

on the Min is l ; ry 's ;  web s i te  immediate ly ,  and a comrnunica l ion be issued to a l l

defaulters at his level. I t  was reported that one of the factors contributing to the

delay in  f ina l isat ion of  APOs by the States was the lack of  t ime of  the Chief

Secretaries irr the States. i t  was decided that ihe possibi l i ty of Addit ional Chief

Secretary being Chairman of the State Level Steering Committee, rvhere i t  is not

possible for the t lhief Secretary to soare t ime, should be explored and appropriate

orders issued.
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7 . 2 The Chairman desired that the proposal from Andhra pradesh should

be treated as a te:mplate on which the other States could model tlreir AF,Os. It was

taken note that irr some of the proposals, the expenditure on infrasiructure was too

higlt.  The Chairman' emphatical ly ruled that CAMPA funds cannot bre used for

creating infrastructure at the hqrs of the Forest Departments in the States; these

cott ld however be used for strengthening essential infrastructure at the cutt i ;rg edge

levels of RFOs and below. However, the problem of paucity of non-plan funds for

infrastructure at the Hq level could be solved by using the rnoney accrued as

interest on the Fi:xed Deposits of the State CAMPA Account.

As regards uti l ization of GAMPA funds through the Varr suraksha

Samltis in Orissa, i t  was clarif ied by Shri M K Jiwrajka, Member, Cr:ntral Empowered

Committee that the orders of the Supreme Court requir ing uti l ization of funds

through the NREGA module were very clear, and de.partures would not be

permitted; requests for departure from the Apex Court 's directions hacl darigerous

por tents ,  the quest ion was of  accountabi l i ty  i ryh ich cannot  be ensured in  Schemes

likr: the VSS, etr:.  He also pointed out that the Apex Court 's dire.l jons did not

permi t  u t i l izat ion of  I \PV monev for  p lantat ion.

e {

7 -.*. On the question of audit of CAMPA fund, the Chairman des;ired that an

interactive session br3 aFranged vrith the Comptrol ler and Auditor General of i ;rdia at

an ear ly  date so that  the modal i t ies in  th is  behal f  could be worked out .

,  [Ac t i on  :  IGF  (FC D ivn ) ]

B.  The note f rom the DGF&SS on the Nat ional  Forest ry  Knorv ledge Forum

was considered.  The Chai rman c lar i f ied that the Forum was not  conterr rp la ted to  be

anr Organisation, or i ln Insti tute. I t  was meant to be a cofnmunity of researchers in

ind ia and abroad,  lvh ich would work as a fac i l i ta t ive Body which would go in to

is : ;ues of  B iodivers i t ,y ,  Cl imate change,  l ive l ihood issues,  people-s '  movements,  legal

issues,  and t r iba l  r ights .  I t  could appropr ia te ly  be chr is tened as t l ie ' Ind ian Forest ry

Knowledge Netr, l 'ork'.  On the constitut ion of the Body, the Chairman desired that

Shri Promode Kant, IFS(Retd) should be included in the Forum. He also approved

the proposal for- in,clusion of Shri B M S Rathore in the Forum. Stressing the

inc lus ion of  a  woman act iv is t ,  he approved the inc lus ion of  the name of  Ms Bina

Ar;arwal. The Cherirman agreed that more serving Forest Off l icers should be on

bgard;  he under l ined the opin ion making ro le  of  the Organisat ion and asked that



the draft Note be reclone, making the objectirie crisper- ile desired that people of
stature should be inc,luded in the Network. Shri Jiwrajka indicated his desire not to
be included as a' Mr:mber due to poiential conflict of interests. Shri Jiwrajka

mentioned that i1= the intention was to employ CAMPA funds for work:ing of the
'Indian Forestry t<.nowledge Network', the approval of the Supreme Court would be

necessary. The Chalirman approved the suggestion of Prof Ravindranath that the

Fon:m should take up discussion on the scientific aspects of cornpensatory

AfforestaUon. The Chairman retained the proposal for revision ils per the

.1tt:urttons 

and sugge5tions of.members.

9. The chiairrnan allowed

Conservator of Forests, Maharashtra

account of pressing commitments.

leave of  absence of  the Pr inr , ipa l  Chief

who had regretted his inabil i ty to attend, on

10. The mer:t inq ended with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair.



An nex u ;-e

Participants; in the meeting of the National cAMpA Advisory
counci l  (NcAc) ,  van v igyan Bhawan,  R.K.  puram on 24.o6.2010

1. Dr. P. l .  Di i i ip Kumar, IFS, Dir-ector General of Forests i t  Special
Secreterry

2. Dr. B-K. Gairola, Director Generai,  Nai ional Informatics Centre.
3'  shri  c. t t4adhukar Raj,  IFS, ,  pr incipal Chief Conser-vator of

Forests, Arrdhra pradesh.
4. shri  v.K. Vishnoi,  IFS, pr incipal Chief conservator of Forests,

Assa m.
5. Shri  R.K. Sharma, IFS, pr incipai chief conservator of Forests,

Chhat t isgarrh.
6.  shr i  s .c .  Mohanty ,  IFS,  pr inc ipar  Chief  conservator  o f '  Forests ,

Or issa.
7. Dr. R.B.s. Rawat, IFS, pr incipal Chief Conservator of Forests,

Ut tarak:hand.
B. Shri  Arrsar Ahmed, IFS; inspector Generar of Fore:; ts, Ministry of

Environment and Forests, New Delhi.
9. shri  t !1. K. Jiwrajka, IFS(Retd), Member Secretary, centrar

Ernpowered Commit tee,  New Delh i .
10 .  P ro f .  N .H .  Rav ind rana th ,  i ISc ,  Banga io re .
11.  Dr .  D.  sr : ryakumar i ,  D i rector ,  Centre for  people,s  Forest ry ,

H ydera bac l .  €  q
t2 .  sh r i  s . :S .  Gah lou t ,  DDG,  Na t rona l  i n fo rmat i cs  Cen t re ,  New De th i .l -3 .  shr i  c .D.  :s ingh,  IFS,  sr .  Ass is tant  Inspector  Genera l  o1.  Forests ,

Min is tny of 'Env i ronment  and Forests ,  New Deth i .
14-  Shr i  Umakant ,  IFS,  Ass is tant  Inspector  Gener i i r  o f  Forests ,

Min is tnv '  o f 'Env i ronrnent  anc i  Fores is ,  New Derh i .
15.  shr i  Fr .c .  Chaudhary,  IFS,  Ass is tant  Inspector  Ge:nerar  o fForests ,  Min is t ry  o f  Env i ronment  and Forests ,  New Derh i .
16 '  Shr i  A,Jay Kumar,  Technica l  Di rector ,  Nat ionzr l  In tormat ics

Centre,  New Delh i .
17 '  Shri  R' K' Pathak, Technical Director, National Informatics Centre,N e w  D e l h i .


