F.No. 11-23/2009-IA-III
Government of India
Ministry of Environment & Forests
(IA-III Division)
Paryavaran Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi - 110 003,

Dated: 25t February, 2011

To

The Chairman,

M/s Chennai Port Trust

Rajaji Salai, Chennai-600 001.

Subject: CRZ Clearance for the construction of Elevated Road from
Chennai Port to Madhuravoyal, Tamil Nadu by M/s. Chennai
Port Trust - Reg.

*%%

This has reference to letter No.1152/EC-3/2009-1 dated
23.02.2009, 20.08.2009 and 11.03.2010 of the Principal Secretary,
Environment and Forests Department, Government of Tamil Nadu/
Chairman, Tamil Nadu Coastal Zone Management Authority forwarding
your proposal for the prior CRZ Clearance under the Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ) Notification, 1991 and your letter No. MP4/1203/05/E dated
30.11.2010, 13.12.2010, 05.01.2011 and 09.02.2011. The proposal has
been appraised as per prescribed procedure in the light of provisions
under the Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, 1991 on the basis of the
mandatory documents enclosed with the Questionnaire viz., the
recommendation of Coastal Zone Management Authority, the additional
clarifications furnished in response to the observations of the Expert
Appraisal Committee constituted by the competent authority in its
meetings held on 21st — 22nd May, 2009, 21st - 23rd December, 2009, 28t
-29th June, 2010 and on 14th —-15th February, 2011.

2 It is interalia, noted that the proposal involves construction of port
link road from Chennai Port to Koyambedu along the banks of river
Cooum and at the centre of the existing road from Koyambedu to
Maduravoyal on Chennai bypass. The project proponent stated that the
proposed road is not a National Highway/State Highway or Expressway; it
is a link road connecting the Chennai Port with NH - 4. Project was
included under NHDP VII and NHAI will be the implementing agency for
the development, maintenance and management of Port connectivity. The
total length of the link road is 19 Km. (Elevated Length 17.5 Km and at
Grade Length 1.5 Km). The project corridor starts at Gate No: 10 of
Chennai Port and ends before Maduravoyal Interchange at km 13+216 of
NH 4. Entire alignment is envisaged as an elevated road. The total length
of the corridor is 17.543 km. The project road is divided into two
sections: Section I: Chennai Port to Koyambedu - Ch: 0+000 to Ch:
14+227, along banks of river Cooum. Total length 14.227 km including
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the ramps at Koyambedu. Section II: Koyambedu to Maduravoyal —
Widening of NH4 from km 9/460 to 9/900 and elevated road along NH 4
from km 14+227 to km 17+543 (km 9+900 to km 13+216 of NH4) - Total
length 3.316 km.

8. In section I, the alignment is designed on piers with minimum
clearance of 5.5m from the bank level. A total of 11 road bridges and two
railway bridges are present across the Cooum River (one every 1.2 km),
which carry the city traffic. These bridges are at a height of 3 to 5m from
the river bank. Clearance of 5.5m for road and 6.525m for railways are
provided for enabling the traffic flow on these bridges. Four entry/exits
ramps are proposed at Entry Ramp from Sivananda Salai; Exit Ramp to
Kamarajar Salai; Entry Ramp from College Road; Exit Ramp to Spur Tank
Road. The horizontal and vertical geometry of the project road complies
with 65 - 80 kmph. The Project road pass through mainly on Government
land except at ramps, for which land is proposed to be acquired. Total
land required for the project is 31.5 ha, out of 30.44 ha is owned by
various government departments and balance 1.07 ha is the private land
which is to be acquired. The total affected structures are 4336 no. out
3635 are in slum area and balance 701 is in non-slum areas. The total
cost for Resettlement and Rehabilitation is approximately Rs. 3309.4
million. The budget for environmental management works during
construction phase works out to be Rs. 1.1 million and that for operation
phases come out to Rs. 0.47 million. Cost for utility shifting works out to
Rs. 3.16 million. The total Cost of construction for the project road is Rs.
9737.764 million. The tranquility in the river Cooum is only up to 9.0
km.

4. Tamil Nadu Coastal Management Authority (TNCZMA) has
recommended the proposal for the issue of CRZ clearance vide letter. No.
No.1152/EC-3/2009-1 dated 23.02.2009 and further Cclarification
provided vide letter No. No.1152/EC-3/2009-1 dated 11.03.2010.

2. Regarding the complaints against the project the proponent
submitted the clarifications that: (i) As per IRC, 1986, the road can be
classified as an ‘arterial’ road with reduced land requirement. (i)
Government of Tamil Nadu vide G.O. No.63 dated 07.03.2008 appointed
TNSCB as Nodal Agency to carry out R& R of PAFs. Detailed census
survey carried out by Slum Clearance Board found that 7400 families
have to be rehabilitated at an estimated cost of Rs. 400 Crores. A High
level Committee under the Chairmanship Chief Secretary to Government
of Tamil Nadu was constituted vide G.o. No. 216 dated 16.09.2008 to
review and monitor the progress of LA, R&R of the project. (iii) 35 pillars
are scattered and all 35 pillars occupy only 2.05 % Cooum water spread.
As per the letter No 30276/K1/2010-4 dated 09.02.2011 of Secretary,
PWD, Government of Tamil Nadu, these pillars will not affect the free flow
of water. and (iv] The Conceptual Master Plan for the restoration of
Cooum River is under preparation for which a MoU has been signed
between Chennai River Restoration Trust of GoTN & Singapore Co-
operation Enterprises of Singapore Government. The project road has






